MATERIALISM  


What is materialism?

-- Simple view:  wealth seeking, prefers extravagance, superficial, believes the bigger the pay check the more important the person, competitive, selfish, preoccupied with money, believes they deserve to have whatever they want (sense of entitlement), seeks status and power relative to peers, believes there is nothing wrong with marrying partly for money, disdains financial insecurity, avoids losing status and control, looking good is more important than comfort, believes in success through appearances, second place is not good enough, manipulative, has a need for applause, not generous, loves to win awards, does things primarily for own benefit, gets angry when they don't get when they want, used to getting their way, prefers instant gratification

-- As a Philosophy: As the word itself signifies, Materialism is a philosophical system which regards matter as the only reality in the world, which undertakes to explain every event in the universe as resulting from the conditions and activity of matter, and which thus denies the existence of God and the soul.

-- So, materialism can refer either to the simple preoccupation with the material world, as opposed to intellectual or spiritual concepts, or to the theory that physical matter is all there is.   Materialism may also refer to a doctrine that material success and progress are the highest values in life. This doctrine appears to be prevalent in western society today.
A materialist is one who seeks to acquire material goods because he believes that his quality of life is determined by the quantity of his material possessions. A materialist trusts in his material possessions to satisfy his needs rather than trusting in God or some other source of power.

Colossians 3:5 - Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry (NIV)

 Matthew 6:19-20  "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  

24 - "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”

Why so prevalent in US?  

Industrialization, Advertising, Educational System, and 

Loss of Personal Identity -- For many, a much more recent cause for America’s enchantment with material possessions seems to be a growing loss of identity and a diminishing sense of personal worth. Our nation has been shifting from a Christian value system to a humanistic value system. It is also shifting from an industrial society to an information society. Radical social and economic changes are taking place. We live in an age of corporate take-overs. People feel insecure in their employment. Most Americans move from one community to another a least once every five years. People therefore feel little sense of community stability or belonging. Families are deteriorating and breaking apart. Divorce rates in America are the highest of any nation in the world.
More than a third of the couples first married in the 1970’s have now divorced. More than a third of the children born in the 1970’s have spent part of their childhood living with a single parent. The emotional consequences of this trend upon both adults and children are proportionately large and suggest that in the future our society will become increasingly unstable and insecure.
People no longer feel secure and protected by traditional social and economic structures that once provided security. All this produces an identity crisis that too often results in people thinking that ‘if you do not look out for yourself, nobody else will.’ When people can no longer identify themselves with family, community, or employment, and when presumed relationships with God are commonly discredited by a generally humanistic society, money then becomes for most the only way they know of defining who they are by what they have. Thus, we live in a society wherein many people seem unable to feel good unless they have an abundance of material possessions.
